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Tikal
National Park The Tikal National Park, in the province of El Petén, 

was created in May 1955 and regulated in September 
1957.  In 1979 it was declared World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage by the UNESCO for its exceptional value by 
combining extraordinary natural and cultural richness.  
It occupies an area of 576 km2, and its sides are 24 km 
long.  It is considered one of the most important natural 
and cultural reserves of the Republic of Guatemala 
and the world for the great variety of fauna and flora 
species as well as for the numerous remains of the Maya 
civilization located there.  In 1848, Colonel Modesto 
Méndez and Ambrosio Tut, Governor and Mayor of El 
Petén, respectively, carried out the first official survey of 
the site.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

The mapped area is of 16 km2, where more than 4,000 
structures and buildings of various kinds are located.  
The earliest evidence of occupation of the site dates 
back approximately to the year 800 B.C., a period of 
the Maya history identified as Middle Pre-Classic.  The 
last found constructions correspond to the Late Classic 
period, approximately 900 years A.C.  These 1,500 
years of consecutive occupancy gave it a high cultural, 
artistic, architectural, urban, mathematic, astronomic, 
agricultural and commercial development, which has 
motivated the international admiration and scientific 
interest.

MOST IMPORTANT SQUARES

1. GRAND SQUARE: 
It’s located at the epicenter of the entire site and is the 
most spectacular part of the architectural complex 
of Tikal, the product of more than a thousand years 
of constructive activities.  To the North, the square is 
bordered by a row of carved stellae and altars, which 
contain a big part of the dynastic sequence of Tikal.  
Immediately to the North stands the complex of 
ceremonial buildings named the North Acropolis, which 

also functioned as a mausoleum of the governing 
families.  To the South, and against the ceremonial 
part, stands another complex of structures like palaces, 
named Central Acropolis, which was a residential and/
or administrative quarter.  The East side is occupied 
by Temple I or Grand Jaguar and a ball court of small 
dimensions, and to the West stands Temple II or Temple 
of the Masks.

2. SQUARE OF THE GREAT PYRAMID OR LOST WORLD: 
Situada a unos 300 metros al suroeste de la Gran Plaza, 
adquiere importancia por la presencia del edificio mas 
antiguo de Tikal actualmente visible, llamado Gran 
Pirámide o Estructura 5C -54. Tiene aproximadamente 
35 metros de altura y conforma un complejo de 
conmemoración astronómica, junto con las estructuras 
5D-84, 5D-88, situadas al este de ella. 400 metros al sur 
de dicha plaza se encuentra el grupo 6C- XVI o de los 
Mascarones.

3. SQUARE OF THE SEVEN TEMPLES:
It’s located immediately to the East of the square of the 
Great Pyramid, and is made up of a series of ceremonial 
buildin    of the Late Classic period.  These include a three-
ball game at the North side of the square, seven temples 
at the East part and a magnificent ceremonial building 
at the southern end.  The West part of this square is 
closed by the back of the temples of the square of the 
Great Pyramid.  A 5-door palace corresponding to the 
Early Classic period can be seen here, which was filled 
and used as foundation for another building during the 
Late Classic period.

4. EAST SQUARE:
The roadways Méndez and Maler converge to this 
square.  The temple 5D-38 and the structure 5D-43 
can be seen here, which is characterized by its style of 
“Slope-Board”, as well as the non restored structures of 
the market (4) and a ball game.  In this area there is a rest 
house with toilet.
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5. WEST SQUARE: 
This square has no restored buildings, but plenty of 
plain stellae and altars.  It has a rest house, toilets and a 
snack bar for the visitors.

MAIN TEMPLES
 
In the Tikal National Park there are six big temples, all of 
them built during the Late Classic period.

6. TEMPLE I: 
It’s also called Temple of the Grand Jaguar.  It closes the 
Grand Square by the East and is 45 m high.  It was built 
around 700 A.C. by the ruling Jasaw Chan K’awiil I (also 
known as Ah Cacao, Señor A, 682-734), whose tomb 
(Burial 116) was found inside it.  A replica of it can be 
seen at the Sylvanus G. Morley Museum.

7. TEMPLE II: 
It’s also called Temple of the Masks.  It closes the Grand 
Square by the West and is 38 m high.  Like Temple I, it 
was built by the ruling Ah Cacao around 700 A.C. 

8. TEMPLE III:
It’s also called Temple of the Great Priest.  It’s located to 
the West of Temple II and is about 60 m high.  Stella 24 
and Altar 7 are located in front of it.  It was built around 
810 A.C.  This temple has an original carved wooden 
lintel with its central character wearing a jaguar pelt. 

9. TEMPLE IV: 
It’s also called Temple of the two-headed Snake.  It’s 
located to the West of the Grand Square and is 65 m 
high, being the tallest structure in Tikal.  It was built 
around 740 A.C. by the ruling Yik’in Chan K’awiil (also 
known as Yaxkin Caan Chac, Señor B, 734-746).  The 
visitor can climb to the base of the crest and have a 
beautiful view of Tikal.  To the South of this temple there 
is a rest house with toilets.
 
10. TEMPLE V: 
Located to the South of the Central Acropolis, this 
temple is 57 m high.  According to recent excavations, 
it was built between 550-650 A.C.  Its North façade is 
currently restored.

11. TEMPLE VI: 
It’s also called Temple of the Inscriptions.  It’s located at 
the southern end of the Méndez Roadway.  Its crest has 
the longest hieroglyphic text in Tikal, which mentions 
the date 766 A.C.  It was apparently built by the ruling 
Yik’in Chan K’awiil, and the glyphic inscription was 
placed thereafter by the then ruling Chitam.  Stella 21 
and Altar 9 are in front of this temple.
 

TWIN PYRAMID COMPLEXES

This name is given to groups of four buildings, which 
are two truncated pyramids with stairways on each side, 
located to the East and West of the square; to the South 
there is a structure with nine entrances and to the North 
the so called Ground of the Stella.  Within this ground 
there is a stella with its respective altar, normally carved.  
In front of the pyramid located at the East there are nine 
plain stellae with their altars, five of which can be visited.  
In Tikal there are seven of these complexes, which were 
built at intervals of 20 years to commemorate the end of 
each Katun (period lasting 20 years).

12. COMPLEX N: 
It’s near Temple IV and was built in 711 A.C.  (Maya date: 
9.14.0.0.0) by the ruling Jasaw Chan K’awiil I.  It contains 
replicas of Stella 16 and Altar 5.

13. COMPLEX O: 
It’s located to the West of Complex R.  It’s the only one in 
the North ground that contains a plain stella and altar.  
It’s considered to have been built in 731 A.C. (9.15.0.0.0).

14. COMPLEX P: 
It’s at the end of the Maudslay Roadway and was built in 
751 A.C. (9.16.0.0.0) by the ruling Yik’in Chan K’awiil.  It 
has replicas of Stella 20 and Altar 8, and it also contains 
five plain stellae and altars.

15. COMPLEX Q:  
It’s located to the East of Complex R.  It was built in 
771 A.C. (17.0.0.0) by the ruling Yax Nuun Ayiin II (also 
known as Chitam Señor C).  Stella 22 and Altar 10 are 
located here.  It also contains nine plain stellae and 
altars.  It’s partially restored, allowing a better idea of 
what constitutes this type of buildings.

16. COMPLEX R: 
It’s approximately at half of the Maler Roadway.  It was 
also built in 790 A.C. by the ruling Yax Nuun Ayiin II.  
Stella 19 and Altar 6 are located here.

ACROPOLIS

Three groups of buildings can currently be seen in Tikal, 
which have been called Acropolis.
   
17. NORTH ACROPOLIS:
It’s to the North of the Grand Square.  It has various 
structures of 
ceremonial character and masks of the structure 5D-33.
 
18. CENTRAL ACROPOLIS: 
It’s located to the South of the Grand Square.  It has 
various residential and administrative structures, 
buildings with several rooms and stories, as the Palace of 
Siyaj Chan K’awill II (also known as Stormy Sky, 411-456), 
the Maler Palace and the Five-Story Palace.  It borders 
to the South with the so called reservoir or watering of 
the palace.

19.SOUTH ACROPOLIS: 
This area has not yet been surveyed.  It’s located between 
Temple V and the Square of the Seven Temples.

ROADWAYS

There are five roadways visible in Tikal.  Apparently they 
served as processional avenues.

20. MÉNDEZ: 
It begins at the East Square and goes to Temple IV.  It’s 
almost 1 km long.

21. MALER: 
It joins the North area with the East Square and is 
approximately 350 m long.  Near the North zone, on the 
roadway, there is a sculptured rock of the Late Classic 
period.

22. MAUDSLAY: 
It joins Temple IV with the North zone. It’s almost 750 
m long.

23. TOZZER: 
It joins Temple IV with the West Square and is almost 250 
m long.

MORLEY: 
Located in the group 6B-II or baringer, this roadway is 
perhaps 100 m long.  (It doesn’t appear in the map).

OTHER PLACES OF INTEREST

24. GROUP G: 
This group is on one side of the Méndez Roadway 
and is made up of various palace-type structures with 
29 chambers.  The outer wall of the 5E-58 structure is 
decorated in the form of grooves.  The entrance to this 
group is through a vaulted tunnel, whose entrance is 
the mouth of a mask.

25. GROUP F: 
This group is made up of 4 palace-type buildings of the 
Late Classic period, partially consolidated.  Nearby is 
the structure 5E-22, one of the two temascales (steam 
baths) known in Tikal.

26. PALACE OF THE WINDOWS: 
It’s also known as Palace of the Bats.  It’s made up of 
a group of structures located to the West of Temple 
III.  The building which gives its name to the group is 
partially restored and consists of a large number of 
interconnected rooms.

27. NORTH ZONE: 
The roadways Mudslay and Maler lead to it.  The main 
buildings are the structures 3D-40 and 3D-43, as well 
as two small twin temples 3D-41 and 3D-.  On the west 
side of the platform that holds the structure 3D-43 is the 
other temascal (bathhouse) discovered in Tikal, covered 
by later constructions.  Inside the structure 3D-43 was 
located the structure known as The Man of Tikal, of the 
Early Classic period.  
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DELEGATIONS
LOBBY INGUAT

7ª. Av. 1-17, zona 4
Tel. 2421-2800 Ext. 4121 y 4122

Directo:  2421-2854
Info-lobby@inguat.gob.gt

AEREOPUERTO INTERNACIONAL
LA AURORA

1er.  Nivel, Área Internacional
Tel. (502) 2322-5055

info-aeropuertoaurora@inguat.gob.gt

OFICINA REGIONAL V
5ª. Calle Oriente No. 11 Casa del Turista, 

La Antigua Guatemala.
Teléfonos:  (502) 7832-3782 /

(502) 2421-2951
info-antigua@inguat.gob.gt

OFICINA SUBREGIONAL QUETZALTENANGO
7ª. Calle 11-35, zona 1

Edificio Casa de la Cultura
Telefax:  (502) 7761-4931
info-xela@inguat.gob.gt

ZACAPA
Centro Comercial Mega Plaza,

Local “LC-21”, km. 140.5 ruta CA-10 
Río Hondo a Zacapa Estanzuela, Zacapa

CHICHICASTENANGO, QUICHE
7ª. Ave. 07-14, zona única
Chichicastenango, Quiché

Teléfono cel.  (502) 5966-1162
info-quiche@inguat.gog.gt

OFICINA REGIONAL PETÉN
Calle Centroámerica,

Ciudad Flores
Tels.: (502) 2421-2957 / (502) 7867-5365

info-peten@inguat.gob.gt        

AEREOPUERTO INTERNACIONAL
MUNDO MAYA

Edificio de Llegadas
Telefax:  (502) 7926-0533

info-mundomaya@inguat.gob.gt

OFICINA SUBREGIONAL PANAJACHEL
Calle principal, 0-87, zona 2

Panajachel, Sololá
Teléfono:  (502) 2421-2953

info-panajachel@inguat.gob.gt

COBÁN
1ª.  Calle 3-13, zona 1, local No. 9,

Edificio Fray Bartolomé de las Casas
Cobán, Alta Verapaz.

Teléfono Cel. (502) 4210- 9992

ESQUIPULAS
1a. avenida 10-62, zona 1

Colonia Quirio Cataño
Esquipulas, Chiquimula

Telefax:  7943-3388
info-chiquimula@inguat.gob.gt


